Q&A with Ametek’s Kevin Coleman from the 10/28/11 M&A Alerts of The M&A Advisor.  
Dealmakers Return to the Top With M&A East
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This past month, if our readers were not aware—although many of you were likely in attendance —ACG Philadelphia hosted its annual M&A East Conference, where dealmakers from around the country convened to source deals, establish financing, build relationships and harness knowledge. The goal of the conference each year is to assist dealmakers with staying competitive in a continuously changing market.  

During the event 1,300 attendees were invited to attend the Grand Welcome Reception, exclusive dinners for buyers, a Private Equity Marketplace featuring $100B in capital, content rich breakout sessions, and a top-flight golf outing, to name a few of the activities. 

ACG Philadelphia is a leading network for middle-market M&A professionals that: focuses on facilitating relationships, is a valuable resource for sourcing and successfully completing transactions, educates dealmakers on current trends and best practices, and promotes awareness of the vibrant dealmaking community.

The theme this year was Dealmaking - A Return to the Top? To find out firsthand just how ACG is helping dealmakers, and coporates in particular, return to the top, we asked Kevin Coleman, Chief Development Officer of AMETEK for his thoughts. Coleman heads his development team with managing acquisitions both domestically and internationally for the $3B dollar manufacturer of measurement instrumentation and electric motors giant.

M.A.: How long have you been an ACG member? 

K.C.: Seven years.

M.A.: How long have you been attending M&A East? 

K.C.: I have been attending the annual conference for the last seven years.

M.A.: What is the quality of contacts/deal flow at M&A East?

K.C.: M&A East provides tremendous networking opportunities with 1,200 deal making professional in attendance throughout the two days of the conference. 

The level of networking is excellent and the opportunity to meaningfully connect with and develop relationships with a broad range of deal professionals, including private equity professionals corporate acquirers and deal advisors is unsurpassed. 

M.A.: What sort of topics are available for learning? And what is something that you personally have learned that has helped you in your corporate development work?

K.C.: Corporate development professionals find the conference valuable in that it brings together a network of our peers in an environment that fosters learning and networking. 

This year, corporate professionals participated in a valuation workshop led by a Wharton professor, and there was also a technical program on due diligence issues. 

Separate from M&A East, the Philadelphia Chapter of the Association for Corporate Growth (ACG) also hosts monthly breakfast meetings and occasional workshop sessions which provide additional opportunities for learning. 

M.A.: What ACG opportunities are available to corporate developers specifically? 

K.C.: In addition to the programs for corporate development professionals at M&A East, we also offer dinner roundtable discussions during the year where a targeted group of corporate M&A professionals gather to network and share thoughts and best practices on relevant areas of interest. 

M.A.: What were some of the highlights of this conference? 

K.C.: As far as highlights I would say to each his/her own, but one of the highlights was the diverse set of keynote speakers who both informed and humored the audience. 

The keynotes covered a wide range of topics germane to the ACG M&A East attendees, including economist Jeffrey Garten and former Director of the CIA , General Mike Hayden, as well as the unforgettable Ben Stein who provided an excellent and humorous end to the conference. 

M.A.: What would you say to someone who might be interested in attending or becoming an ACG member? 

K.C.: Simply that it is a must attend conference for anyone involved in M&A.

M.A.: Thanks, Kevin. We look forward to seeing you at M&A East next year!
