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Erika Weiss brings a unique perspective to corporate clients in 
transactions and other business matters when it comes to risk 
mitigation, having previously practiced as a commercial litigator. A 
descendant of the Little Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians, 
Erika is co-founder of the firm’s Native American Law and Policy 
group, focusing on providing organizational and strategic guidance 
and legal services to tribal businesses. 
Erika’s experience is diverse and includes American Indian Tribal law ranging 
from government services such as ordinance, code and regulatory drafting and 
enforcement, to both gaming and non-gaming economic development. 

Having experience in both the tribal government and tribal economic 
development sectors allows Erika to offer tribal business clients comprehensive 
counseling on organizational structure and strategic economic development. She 
is able to bridge the gap between tribal and non-tribal businesses seeking to 
work together so that non-tribal businesses understand the complexities, 
nuances, and benefits of working with tribal businesses.  

Erika also has experience in commercial and business litigation as well as 
securities litigation. She is able to utilize her litigation experience to advise and 
counsel corporate clients on risk mitigation across an array of matters, from entity 
formation to merger, acquisition, and disposition transactions. 

As the daughter of an entrepreneur, Erika understands the operational pressures 
of running a business. It is with this understanding that she is able to advise 
corporate clients to assist in achieving both their legal and professional goals. 

Erika frequently represents the firm at national conferences and on panel 
discussions regarding economic development in Indian Country. She has also 
recently launched a firm-supported podcast discussing tribal economic 
development. Together with her co-host, Erika discusses tribal economic 
development organizational structure, strategic planning, and transaction due 
diligence with more to come. 
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